
SISD Bond Accountability Committee 
Wednesday, Feb. 27, 2019 – Project Status Update Meeting 

Executive Summary 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT 
Adrian Hernandez, Amanda Gonzalez, Craig Patton, David Gamez, James Kotter, Jennifer E. Campbell, 
Maryann Paez, Robert Alvarez, Tomas Sigala Jr. and William E. Castorena. 
 
STAFF PRESENT 
Tom Eyeington, chief operations officer; Daniel R. Escobar, chief communications officer; Tony Reza, 
chief financial officer; Christy Flores-Jones, senior communication specialist; Cesar Ruiz, multimedia 
specialist; Acavius Largo, production specialist; Ytzel Molina, public relations coordinator; Gracie Tovar, 
administrative specialist for facilities and planning.  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 6:12 p.m. 
 
WELCOME  
Mr. Alvarez welcomed BAC members to the meeting, and introduced Mr. Eyeington who provided the 

latest information surrounding Bond 2017. SISD is on track to complete its first Bond 2017 project in July 

and will begin construction on 21 other projects this summer.  All project designs were started within six 

months of the passage of Bond 2017 and are being designed and constructed by local firms.  

 
BOND 2017 PROJECT STATUS UPDATE 
 
Cactus Trails Elementary School 
The construction of Cactus Trails Elementary School is well underway. The interior metal work and 
electrical lines have been installed. The new elementary school will open on July 29, the first day of 
school for the 2019-20 school year. Cactus Trails Elementary School has an open-space concept, with 
flexible, collaborative learning spaces. Cactus Trails will be the Pre-K hub for the fast-growing Pebble Hills 
area, serving Pre-K students from James P. Butler and Cactus Trails elementary schools. 
 
Support Services and Technology Addition 
The support service and technology addition project will be awarded at the June board meeting, and 
construction will begin in the summer. The new facility will house the district’s Network Operations 
Center, and have a multipurpose area with lecture hall seating to host meetings and events. The facility 
is scheduled to be finalized in December 2020. 
 
Auxiliary Gyms 
The designs of the 16 elementary auxiliary gyms will be finalized in May, with projects being awarded in 
June and construction starting in July. All 16 sites have been surveyed to determine the location of the 
new structure and to conduct geotechnical reporting, which tests site concrete, soil, rock, etc. 
conditions. Each of the facilities will encompass 4,360 square feet of flexible space, including a storage 
room and coach’s office. The new gyms will be connected to the school by a canopy and located near 
restrooms in the existing facilities. The project bids will be proposed in three packages: 1 - Benito 
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Martinez, Elfida P. Chavez, Helen Ball, Lujan-Chavez, O’Shea Keleher, Sgt. Roberto Ituarte; 2 - Vista del 
Sol, Horizon Heights, Loma Verde, Myrtle Cooper, Sierra Vista; 3 - Campestre, Escontrias, H.D. Hilley, 
Hueco and Robert R. Rojas elementary schools. The goal is to begin construction at all 16 sites at the 
same time.  
 
Reconstruction of Socorro High School 
The reconstruction of Socorro High School will begin in June 2019. The district is working with the El Paso 
County Water Improvement District and a land developer to finalize securing property in certain areas 
for the reconstruction. The reconstruction will be completed in two phases. The first phase will relocate 
the softball field and move the tennis courts to the back of the school. The baseball field will remain in 
the same location. The district plans to install a fence around the school property. The reconstruction of 
Socorro High School is projected to be completed in October 2022.  
 
High School Improvements 
School improvements at Americas, El Dorado and Montwood high schools will start this summer. District 

staff and architects organized community meetings in the fall of 2018 to ensure the new designs support 

the educational goals and needs of students, parents, faculty and staff. District officials will schedule 

follow-up design meetings with stakeholders at Americas and El Dorado high schools. BAC members will 

be invited to these meetings.  

The Montwood High School improvement project will be awarded in April and construction will begin in 
the summer. The design concept for Montwood High School has been selected based on stakeholder 
input. The construction will be managed in two packages, starting with additional lights on the softball 
and baseball fields, and continuing with the rest of the improvements. Some of the most prominent 
Montwood improvements will be a new auditorium, converting the existing theater into a black box, and 
expanding the cafeteria. The campus will lose some parking space to the new auditorium, but more 
parking will be built in another location.  
 
Americas High School first phase improvements will begin July 2019. Those include sports lighting and 
building additions to accommodate Career and Technical Education programs and science labs. The 
second phase will create larger spaces for fine arts programs and expand the cafeteria. Construction for 
the second phase is programmed for January 2020.  
 
El Dorado High School will receive renovations to the cafeteria and an addition to house the Aztec 
Architectural Academy. Architects and operations staff are exploring the landscaping options for the 
pond area in front of the school. The design completion and construction dates for this project have not 
been finalized. 
 
SAC II 
The district is working to finalize contracts to purchase the new Student Activities Complex property, 
totaling a 60-acre lot near the existing SAC. The facility will have a soccer and football field with a 6,000 
seat capacity. Similar to the existing site, it will feature concrete and aluminum bleachers.  
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It also will have a press box, video board, concession stands and restrooms. The contractors and 
architects have been selected. The project’s tentative completion date is December 2020.  
 
New Middle School No. 10/ New Elementary School No. 31 
The district is working to secure 37.6 acres of property for the new schools. The district is proposing to 
build a combination school on the same site to maximize bond money. The new combo school will be 
built in a subdivision north of Mission Ridge, south of Peyton, and west of Paseo del Este. The new combo 
school would relieve overcrowding at Col. John O. Ensor Middle School and elementary schools in the 
Eastlake feeder pattern.  
 
NEXT STEPS 
The next BAC meeting will be Wednesday, June 12, tentatively at Cactus Trails Elementary School. A light 
meal will be served at 5:30 p.m., and the meeting will begin at 6 p.m. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 7 p.m. 
 
 


